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Telfair Museums presents

The Story of Silver in Savannah: Creating and Collecting since the 18th Century
Exhibition explores the important role of silver in Savannah’s material culture
[Savannah, GA]—This spring, the Telfair Museums will present The Story of Silver in Savannah: Creating and Collecting since the 18th Century from March 6-August 1, 2010. Exploring the evolving relationship between this prized metal and the inhabitants of Savannah, the exhibition will be on view primarily in the Telfair Academy galleries. The main presentation will be augmented with silver displays in period room settings at the Academy and the Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House. Case displays at the Jepson Center will also include portions of the show’s silver presentation.
“In many ways, Savannah’s silver story echoes the tale of silver in America; however, Savannah’s own relationship with silver is unique,” said Tania Sammons, the Telfair’s curator of the Owens-Thomas House and decorative arts, and organizer of the exhibition. “The objects included in The Story of Silver in Savannah bear witness to the people and community of Savannah and exemplify the city’s distinct history.” 

The Story of Silver in Savannah traces a period from 1733, when Oglethorpe and the first settlers established the colony of Georgia, until the present day—examining the important role that Savannah has played in the production and collection of silver. With some exceptions, silver manufacturing in the city lasted approximately one hundred years, from the second half of the eighteenth century to just before the Civil War. However, collecting the precious metal in its decorative form continues to the present.
Building on the Telfair Museums’ Savannah-related silver holdings, this exhibition showcases pieces from numerous public and private collections featuring locally-made silver as well as wares manufactured in other American cities and in Europe. The Story of Silver in Savannah includes more than 600 pieces of silver reflecting a varied array of styles, tastes, and techniques—from rococo repoussé to understated, contemporary designs. Featured items range from flatware and simple spoons made by area silversmiths; to elaborate tea sets and dinnerwares owned by historic local families including the Telfairs, Richardsons, Owenses, Davenports, Habershams, Mercers, and Morels; to modern-day interpretations of items such as salad servers and eye glasses, rendered with traditional techniques. 

Of the more than sixty silversmiths working in Savannah since the eighteenth century, only thirty-three makers or partnerships are represented in the show. Much of the silver produced in the city has been lost to depredation and a series of major fires in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the practice of melting down silver for reuse, and the inevitable wear-and-tear of time and frequent use.
Savannah silversmiths highlighted in the exhibition  include Frederick Marquand—the city’s most prolific silversmith, Josiah Penfield, Samuel Wilmot, and Moses Eastman, along with contemporary practitioners such as Jay Song, Pei-Jung Chen, Alexis Rebecca Turner, and Hyun Sun Park—all from the metals and jewelry department at the Savannah College of Art and Design. In contrast to those of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, most silversmiths in SCAD’s program are women.

The Story of Silver in Savannah is largely drawn from several contemporary, local collections— including those of Helen Downing, Dr. Frank Rizza, H. Paul Blatner, and Billy Poole and his recently-deceased partner, Dr. Milton Mazo—which feature important examples of American and European silver. Varied specialties, such as silver made in Savannah, in the South, by women, or by English makers, are also represented. 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a hardcover catalogue including new research by Telfair curator Tanis Sammons and more than 100 high-quality reproductions of silver objects featured in the show. Distributed by the University of Georgia Press, the catalogue is dedicated to the memory of local silver collector and Telfair supporter Dr. Edward F. “Ned” Downing by his friends and family. 
Partial funding for the exhibition has been provided by the Telfair Academy Guild.

Funding for the catalogue has been generously provided by The Telfair Academy Guild, Friends of the Owens-Thomas House and Helen and Callie Downing.
Related Programs:
Silver: A Collector’s Perspective
Friday, May 7, 2010, 12:30 pm
Join silver collector Helen Downing for a lecture in conjunction with the exhibition The Story of Silver in Savannah: Creating and Collecting since the 18th Century. Mrs. Downing has lectured on the history and identification of silver at many venues and is a major lender to the exhibition. Free to members or with museum admission.

Docent guided tours of The Story of Silver in Savannah
Friday’s at 3 pm
March 12 – June 4
Telfair docents will present walk-in tours of The Story of Silver in Savannah at the Telfair Academy. Friday walk-in tours are free with museum admission and to Telfair members.
For group tours of the exhibition at the Telfair Academy please call 912.790.8827.

Owens-Thomas House Silver Tour
Offered Daily at 2pm
Supporting the exhibition, the Owens-Thomas House will offer guided tours featuring silver on display in nearly every room of the house.  In addition to the chance to view historic silver in a period setting, visitors will learn about silver made in the city, see objects used and owned by historic Savannah families and contemporary collectors, and gain an understanding of how silver was used and maintained in an upscale, early nineteenth century home.
Group Tours 
Arrange a special tour for your group. Call 912.790 8827 for group rates and information.
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