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Telfair Museum of Art presents 

Reframing a Perceptual Paradigm: A Jerome Meadows Installation
Local artist puts new spin on Telfair’s collection in site-specific installation

Series of related educational programs and events free to the public
 [Savannah, Georgia] — This summer, the Telfair Museum of Art presents Reframing a Perceptual Paradigm: A Jerome Meadows Installation, on view from April 24–August 2, 2009, at the Telfair Academy. In this site-specific installation, nationally-recognized artist and Savannah resident Jerome Meadows re-examines traditional views of the Telfair’s permanent collection, reinterpreting it from an artist’s perspective. The public is invited to view the exhibition free of charge during the first full week of its showing.
“For perhaps the first time in the Telfair’s history, we have invited a local artist and community member to assume the role of curator, allowing him unprecedented access to the museum’s holdings,” said the Telfair’s chief curator of fine arts and exhibitions, Holly Koons McCullough. “In this refreshing exhibition, Meadows installs selected objects from the Telfair’s collection to raise new questions about these works and the relationship between them.” 

As caretaker and interpreter of a museum’s holdings, a curator is traditionally responsible for locating collection objects within a cultural context and making them accessible to a general audience according to accepted standards of art history. But the artist, acting as curator, is not bound to these conventions. Informed by more subjective, hands-on experience, the artist/curator is able bring artistic insight and often a lighter, if not irreverent, touch to the curatorial role. In recent years, the art world has witnessed an increasing trend toward “artist-curated” exhibitions, with such shows mounted at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum, among other venues.
-more-

Bringing an artistic voice to the interpretation of the Telfair’s permanent collection, Reframing a Perceptual Paradigm puts a new spin on the museum’s works, allowing viewers to experience familiar favorites from a fresh and often playful point of view. Meadows arranges and regroups actual items from the collection to suggest new relationships between seemingly diverse objects. In a series of assembled settings, he combines a selection of paintings, historic furniture, decorative arts, and prints to reinforce the unity of the museum’s three sites—the Telfair Academy, the Owens-Thomas House, and the Jepson Center for the Arts—and their respective collections of fine and decorative art. 

While Meadows enthusiastically embraces his position as guest curator, he never relinquishes the role of artist, creating a number of original works specifically for the exhibition. Exploring new ideas and thematic twists through a variety of media and technical processes, he combines both found and fabricated materials, along with visual references to collection objects. The exhibition also includes a series of computer-generated collages in which Meadows digitally “samples” and recombines components from the works on display, often juxtaposing elements from disparate styles, periods, and genres. Ranging from subtle to complex and multi-layered, the artist’s inspired musings include composited digital portraits as well as mixed-media assemblages incorporating scanned images of artworks, figures, and architectural interiors.
As the exhibition title implies, Meadows uses the frame as a recurrent metaphor, presenting casts of decorative frames from the museum’s collection as independent elements—both removed and reconsidered. Through a series of life-size images based on selected Telfair works and situated throughout the museum, the artist attempts to “liberate art from its frame”—evoking personalities from the pieces by allowing them to reemerge as separate entities, “mingling” with museum visitors.
Jerome Meadows has lived and worked in Savannah for the past twelve years, and is the founder and director of the Indigo Sky Gallery. He has exhibited internationally since 1988, and his works have been included in numerous group and solo exhibitions at venues including the Smithsonian Anacostia Museum, the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and the Franz Bader Gallery in Washington D.C., among others. Best known as a public sculptor, Meadows has received numerous public and private commissions for sculpture and environmental site designs, most notably the National Visionary Leadership Project in Washington, D.C.
Images available upon request. 
-more-

Related Programs

Accompanying Reframing a Perceptual Paradigm will be series of exciting programs including a free week, an evening lecture, and workshops for high school students. Sponsored by the City of Savannah, all programs are free and open to the public.
April 27- May 3

Free Week 
Telfair Academy 

April 30, 6 pm  


Artist Lecture and Video on the making of Reframing a Perceptual Paradigm
Question-and-Answer Session to follow

Telfair Academy

High Creativity Workshop with Jerome Meadows (Grades 9-12)

May 14 (5-6:30pm), 16 (1-2:30pm), & 19 (4-6pm)
Telfair Academy
In this three-session workshop, participants will explore creative responses to art history through visual and hands-on experiences. The class includes a tour and discussion of the Meadows installation at the Telfair Academy, a visit to the artist’s studio, art-making opportunities, and a culminating exhibition of student work at the Jepson Center for the Arts. Reservations are required; call 790.8823 to register.
About the Telfair

Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair Museum of Art is the oldest public art museum in the South. It is comprised of two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center for the Arts. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, the Telfair bridges three centuries of art and architecture.

# # #

The Telfair Museum of Art is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. General admission (which includes a one-time visit to each of the Telfair’s three sites) is $15 for adults; $12 for seniors, military personnel, and AAA members; $5 for K-12 students; children under 5 are free. ​Members are always admitted free.

The Telfair’s Jepson Center for the Arts and Telfair Academy  are open Sunday 12-5 pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Tuesday-Closed, and Thursday 10 am-8 pm. Call 912.790.8880 for Owens-Thomas House hours or visit www.telfair.org.  Museum sites are closed some holidays.
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