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Telfair Museum of Art presents

Constructs and Inventions: The Etchings of Erik Desmazières
Exhibition takes viewers on fascinating journey through fantasy and imagination
[Savannah, Georgia] — This summer, the Telfair Museum of Art presents Constructs and Inventions: The Etchings of Erik Desmazières (pronounced day´-mahz-eee-AIR), on view from May 15 – October 26, 2009, at the Jepson Center for the Arts. Marking Desmazières’ first solo museum exhibition in the United States, Constructs and Inventions features a diverse selection of the artist’s work—including architectural views, building interiors, grotesque figures, and still lifes. The public is invited to attend a related film documenting Desmazières’ creative process on July 16.
“At first glance, the precise and meticulously rendered etchings of Erik Desmazières bear uncanny likeness to reality,” said the Telfair’s assistant curator, Courtney McGowan. “But upon closer examination, the viewer is taken on a fantastic and unpredictable journey through the labyrinthine corridors of the artist’s imagination.”

The son of a French diplomat, Erik Desmazières was born in Rabat, Morocco, in 1948, and spent his childhood in Morocco, Portugal, and France. Although he revealed an early talent for drawing, Desmazières initially considered a future in diplomatic service, earning a degree in political science from the elite Institut d' Études Politique de Paris. It was not until 1971, after taking evening art courses at the Cours du Soir de la Ville de Paris, that he decided to pursue a career in art. 
Desmazières is considered to be one of the finest printmakers of his generation, boasting a body of work remarkable for both its sheer technical brilliance and its unrelenting originality. Defying simple categorization, his work is influenced by a host of old master artists including Giovanni Piranesi, Jacques Callot, Albrecht Durer, and Rodolphe Bresdin. A skilled draftsman with a sophisticated command of process and technique, Desmazières manipulates space, atmospheric light, and shadow to evoke an otherworldly realm of fantasy and imagination. His subjects range from elaborate architectural perspectives and fictional vistas; to domestic interiors and lush garden scenes populated with goblins and gargoyles; to grotesque dreamscapes in the tradition of Bosch and Goya. 
-more-

Desmazières has enjoyed considerable success in the U.S. and abroad, and has been the subject of numerous solo museum exhibitions in Paris, London, Hamburg, Rome, Zurich, Osaka, and Tokyo. His work is found in major museum collections around the world, including those of the Bibliothèque Nationale, the Rijksmuseum, the British Museum, the Metropolitan Museum, and the Brooklyn Museum, among others. This exhibition was organized by the Telfair Museum of Art with assistance from Fitch-Febvrel Gallery and Childs Gallery.
Images available upon request. 
Related Programs
Artist Lecture

May 14, 6 pm

Telfair’s Jepson Center for the Arts
Erik Desmazières will give an illustrated lecture and brief overview of his work. Open to museum members only.

Film: Les Paris d’ Erik 

by Bertrand Renaudineau and Gérard Emmanuel da Silva

July 16, 6 pm
Telfair’s Jepson Center for the Arts
This forty-minute film documents Desmazières’ creative process from inception to completion of an etching—illustrating how a simple pencil sketch is translated into the final copper plate utilized in the printing process. The film is presented in French with English subtitles.

About the Telfair

Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair Museum of Art is the oldest public art museum in the South. It is comprised of two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center for the Arts. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, the Telfair bridges three centuries of art and architecture.
# # #
The Telfair Museum of Art is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. General admission (which includes a one-time visit to each of the Telfair’s three sites) is $15 for adults; $12 for seniors, military personnel, and AAA members; $5 for K-12 students; children under 5 are free. ​Members are always admitted free.

The Telfair’s Jepson Center for the Arts and Telfair Academy  are open Sunday 12-5 pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Tuesday-Closed, and Thursday 10 am-8 pm. Call 912.790.8880 for Owens-Thomas House hours or visit www.telfair.org.  Museum sites are closed some holidays.
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