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Telfair Museums receives 
Four-star Charity Navigator rating for fourth consecutive year
 [ Savannah, GA ] — Telfair Museums announced today that it has earned its fourth consecutive four-star rating from Charity Navigator—the nation’s leading independent evaluator of charities—for its ability to successfully manage and grow its finances. To help guide informed giving among donors while also highlighting the work of truly effective non-profits, Charity Navigator assesses tax-exempt organizations—such as museums, universities, and community groups—throughout the U.S. to determine their overall efficiency and organizational capacity.
“On behalf of Charity Navigator, I wish to congratulate [Telfair Museums] on achieving our coveted four-star rating for sound fiscal management,” said Ken Berger, president and chief executive officer of Charity Navigator. “Only 8% of the charities we rate have received at least four consecutive four-star evaluations, indicating that [Telfair Museums] consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way, and outperforms most other charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity Navigator differentiates [Telfair Museums] from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust.”

Profiled in Forbes, Business Week, and Kiplinger's Financial Magazine, among others, Charity Navigator is recognized for its unique method of applying objective, data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. Examining the financial information charities provide in their annual tax returns, or IRS Forms 990, Charity Navigator evaluates these organizations according to a standard set of ratios used to determine their financial health and transparency. These include “program ratios,” which outline programming expenses in comparison to overall functional expenses, as well as “fundraising efficiency ratios,” which  outline the amount spent on fundraising vs. the amount received from such initiatives.
-more-
Simply stated, the Telfair’s consecutive four-star Charity Navigator ratings demonstrate that the museum has consistently managed its assets in a fiscally responsible and efficient manner, applying the majority of its revenue toward programming and carrying out its mission rather than administrative and fundraising costs. For more information or a detailed analysis of the Telfair’s rating, visit www.charitynavigator.org.
About Charity Navigator
Founded in 2001, Charity Navigator is the largest evaluator of charities in the country. In its quest to help donors, Charity Navigator’s professional analysts examine thousands of non-profit financial documents—assessing the fiscal health of over 5,000 of America's best-known charities with its unbiased, objective, numbers-based rating system. Charity Navigator analyzes two broad areas of a charity's performance—how responsibly it functions day to day and how well positioned it is to sustain its programs over time. Based on these findings, it assigns each non-profit an overall rating, ranging from zero to four stars. 
About Telfair Museums
Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair is the oldest public art museum in the South. It encompasses two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, the Telfair bridges three centuries of art and architecture.

# # #

Telfair Museums is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. 

For hours and admission at each of the museum’s three sites, visit www.telfair.org.  Members are always admitted free. Museum sites are closed some holidays.
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