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Telfair Museums presents 

Philip Perkis: Fifty Years of Photographs 

Exhibition presents black-and-white photographs by distinguished artist Philip Perkis 
[ Savannah, GA ] — This spring, the Telfair Museums will present Philip Perkis: Fifty Years of Photographs at the Jepson Center, from April 16-September 19, 2010. The exhibition features a broad selection of black-and-white images spanning the fifty-year career of New York-based artist Philip Perkis, one of the country’s most widely respected photographers.

“Despite the prevalence of digital imagery in today’s art world, Philip Perkis remains fiercely loyal to black-and-white film photography,” said the Telfair’s director of exhibitions and collections, Holly Koons McCullough. “Through his well-honed mastery of traditional photographic techniques, Perkis continues to present fresh and insightful works.”

Working in the tradition of twentieth-century photographic luminaries such as Henri Cartier-Bresson and Perkis’ close friend, famed street photographer Helen Levitt, the artist captures the world around him without pretense or contrivance, revealing in his striking compositions his mastery of what Cartier-Bresson termed the “decisive moment.” An unapologetic devotee of the traditional gelatin silver medium, he employs a straightforward, unadulterated approach. Perkis shoots with 400 speed black-and-white film, eschews the use of tripods or artificial lighting, and processes his own prints in the darkroom. 

Perkis’ arresting images are both familiar and unexpected—shot from the driver’s seat of a moving vehicle, in the intimacy of his own home, or in the more public realm of the street. A type of visual poetry presented in varying shades of gray, his beautifully crafted work often borders on the sublime, transforming the mundane into the metaphorical. With a trained eye and impeccable sense of timing, Perkis captures fleeting moments of everyday existence which might otherwise go unnoticed—a dog caught in mid-air as it bounds across a snow-covered field, a church worker precariously perched atop a ladder to dust religious icons on a high shelf, and a mysterious earthen mound situated in the midst of a grove of trees. 

After suffering a retinal occlusion in 2007, the artist lost sight in his left eye—the eye that he had photographed with for the past half century. Since then, his artistic vision and sense of immediacy have only heightened; and now in his mid-seventies, Perkis still manages to photograph most days. Recent, contemplative works from this period will also be included in the exhibition.
-more-

Philip Perkis is Professor Emeritus at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York, and author of Teaching Photography, Notes Assembled. Nine examples of Perkis’ work are represented in the Telfair’s permanent collection. His work is featured in numerous other collections as well, including those of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of Modern Art, New York. 

Philip Perkis: Fifty Years of Photographs was generously funded by Mrs. Robert O. Levitt.

Images available upon request.

Related Program

Telfair’s Jepson Center

Lecture Program: A Conversation with Philip Perkis

Members’ Reception to follow

April 15, 6 pm 

Join photographer Philip Perkis and Telfair director of collections and exhibitions, Holly Koons McCullough, for a discussion of Perkis’ work, his distinguished photographic career, and his recent book The Sadness of Men. A members’ opening reception for Philip Perkis: Fifty Years of Photographs and Soldier Portraits: Contemporary Wet Plate Collodion Photographs by Ellen Susan will follow immediately after the program, sponsored by Mrs. Robert O. Levitt.

 Free to Telfair members and with museum admission. 

About Telfair Museums
Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair is the oldest public art museum in the South. It consists of two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, the Telfair bridges three centuries of art and architecture.

# # #

Telfair Museums is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. 

For hours and admission at each of the museum’s three sites, visit www.telfair.org.  Members are always admitted free. Museum sites are closed some holidays.
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