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Telfair Museums presents

No Ordinary Folk:
 Southern Self-Taught Artists from the Permanent Collection

July 31, 2010 – January 3, 2011
Show features many recently-acquired works never before exhibited to the public
[Savannah, Georgia] — No Ordinary Folk: Southern Self-Taught Artists from the Permanent Collection will be on view at the Telfair’s Jepson Center from July 31, 2010 – January 3, 2011. The Telfair’s first folk art exhibition in eight years, the show will be devoted to the museum’s growing collection of work by self-taught artists, largely from the southeastern United States. 
“Because self-taught artists typically work outside the confines of the established art world, their artistic contributions are often overlooked,” said the Telfair’s senior curator of education, Harry DeLorme. “Self-taught art encompasses a range of expressions. Some works reflect a particular region, culture, or community, while others express an individual’s exuberant invention, emotional state, or political or social views. Often the stories behind these artists and their works are fascinating in their own right.” 
A number of works featured in the show were recently acquired by Telfair Museums and have never been exhibited. Highlights include pieces by Tennessee folk sculptor Bessie Harvey and a rare, recently discovered work depicting the Savannah riverfront by an African American sailor and artist, William O. Golding. The exhibition will include a wide range of idiosyncratic and inventive drawings, paintings, woodcarvings, and mixed-media assemblages from noted folk artists Jimmie Lee Sudduth, Ned Cartledge, Eddie Mumma, R.A. Miller, Ulysses Davis, and others. 
The Telfair’s folk art holdings focus on Savannah and Georgia, with other works produced in South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee, and Florida. The collection currently includes over 50 works in a variety of media such as drawing, painting, woodcarving, and sculpture.
-more-

About Telfair Museums
Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair is the oldest public art museum in the South. It encompasses two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, Telfair Museums bridges three centuries of art and architecture.
# # #
Telfair Museums is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. 

For hours and admission at each of the museum’s three sites, visit www.telfair.org.  Members are always admitted free. Museum sites are closed some holidays.
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