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Telfair Museums presents

Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom
Telfair to celebrate Juneteenth with a series of exciting programs free to the public
 [Savannah, Georgia] — Today Telfair Museums announced that it will hold its third annual Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom, from June 14-19, 2010. Throughout the week, the museum will present a dynamic and educational series of free, City-sponsored programs at multiple sites to explore African American history, culture, and identity.

Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the end of slavery in the United States. Since its Galveston, Texas, origin in 1865, the observance of June 19 as the African American Emancipation Day has spread throughout the U.S. and beyond. Today, Juneteenth observances range from a day, to a week, to an entire month, and are marked by celebrations and gatherings emphasizing African American freedom, education, and achievement.


"With the theme ‘Freedom, Roots, and Culture,’ the Telfair’s Juneteenth commemoration will be a learning experience for young and old." said Vaughnette Goode-Walker, the museum’s director of cultural diversity and access. "This year, we will celebrate the music of the akonting and drum that came from Africa centuries ago and still survives today in one form or another."

The Telfair will kick-off the 2010 Juneteenth festival on Monday, June 14, with an opening ceremony featuring storytelling by Aunt Pearlie Sue at the Telfair Academy. Aunt Pearlie Sue is the creation of Anita Singleton-Prather, a native of the Sea Islands in Beaufort County, South Carolina. From 6:30-7:30 pm, the Aunt Pearlie Sue character, based on Prather’s grandmother, will entertain visitors with Gullah-flavored stories and folktales.
A special Owens-Thomas House tour/talk, entitled “How the Owens-Thomas House Got the Thomas Name,” will take place at 5 pm on June 15.
-more-

At 7 pm on Thursday, June 17, multimedia journalist Farai Chideya will give a lecture at the Second African Baptist Church. A former host of NPR’s News and Notes, Chideya is an award-winning political reporter and writer who has worked in print, television, radio, and online. She has authored several books, including Kiss the Sky and Don’t Believe the Hype: Fighting Cultural Misinformation about African Americans.

The festival continues on Friday, June 18, with a 6 pm Akonting Workshop at the Ships of the Sea Museum. Musician Sana Ndiaye of the African hip-hop group Gokh-Bi System will teach participants about the akonting—a stringed, banjo-like instrument used in parts of West Africa including Senegal and Gambia. Bring your akonting or stop by and listen. The workshop is presented in collaboration with the Ships of the Sea Museum.
The Juneteenth celebration comes to a close on Saturday, June 19, with a Family Day in the morning and an evening concert by Gokh-Bi System, presented in collaboration with the Ships of the Sea Museum. Come to the Jepson Center from 10 am-1 pm for a fun-filled morning of storytelling, broom jumping, basket-making demonstrations, musical performances, and more!

From 5-7 pm, the popular Gokh-Bi System will perform a Rap Tassu from Senegal Concert at the Ships of the Sea Museum. Recognized as one of the leaders in contemporary African music, Gokh-Bi System unites hip-hop with its ancient West African roots. The group uses a variety of instruments, including djembe drums and the traditional akonting, while rapping in English, French, Arabic, and Wolof.

Juneteenth programs are free and open to the public, thanks to project funding provided by the City of Savannah. Additional support for selected programs has been provided by the Ships of the Sea Museum.
For more information and a complete schedule of Juneteenth events, visit www.telfair.org. 

About Telfair Museums
Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair is the oldest public art museum in the South. It encompasses two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, Telfair Museums bridges three centuries of art and architecture.
# # #
Telfair Museums is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. 

For hours and admission at each of the museum’s three sites, visit www.telfair.org.  Members are always admitted free. Museum sites are closed some holidays.
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