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Telfair Museum of Art presents

Counter Photography: Japan’s Artists Today

Exhibition features imagery that challenges traditional notions of photography

[Savannah, Georgia] — This summer, the Telfair Museum of Art presents Counter Photography: Japan’s Artists Today, on view from June 19-August 31 at the Jepson Center for the Arts. Co-organized by the Japan Foundation and the Consulate General of Japan in Atlanta, the internationally-touring exhibition introduces an exciting selection of photographic works, employing a variety of techniques and methodologies, by eleven contemporary Japanese artists. The public is invited to attend the classic Japanese film Captive’s Island, presented by the Telfair in conjunction with the Psychotronic Film Society, on July 30 and a gallery talk by Mark Sloan of the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art in Charleston on August 6. 
With the proliferation of photography in the nineteenth century, art world pundits boldly pronounced the death of realist painting, simultaneously crediting the new medium with the rise of abstract art. Championed for its unique ability to record visual phenomena in precise detail and almost exactly as they appear before the human eye, photography has long been attributed with a certain “truth value” or factual authority. Even in today’s increasingly digital society, photographs are often cited as legitimate evidence or irrefutable proof of something’s existence in the physical world. 

“Counter Photography, as its name implies, challenges many commonly-held beliefs about the nature of the photographic discipline,” said the Telfair’s chief curator of fine arts and exhibitions, Holly Koons McCullough. “Predicated on a fundamental irony, works in this exhibition utilize the inherently visual medium of photography to explore that which cannot be seen.”

Reacting to a contemporary society defined by constantly evolving values, demographics, and technologies, the artists featured in this exhibition employ varied approaches to photographic expression and representation. Some delve beyond external appearance to expose an intrinsic or essential truth, while others attempt to reinterpret and reconfigure issues of identity, self, and community in order to posit new realities and relationships in today’s complex world.

(more)

In a spare yet elegant series of nudes entitled Embrace, Eikoh Hosoe uses composition, light, and shadow to explore the oppositional forces of masculine and feminine. Recalling the imagery of twentieth-century modernist photographers such as Edward Weston, the works employ an abstracted, minimalist aesthetic—reducing the human body to its essence in a striking interplay of line and form. 

Adopting a markedly different approach, Akiko Sugiyama focuses not on existing subject matter, but rather, creates her own objects—which are then highly abstracted, reduced to graphical elements, and photographed utilizing precisely calculated angles and lighting. The resulting images impart a sense of physicality and spacial dimension which never actually existed—forcing the viewer to look beyond the confines of convention and expectation, and experience the world from a radically different perspective. 

Photographer Tomoaki Ishihara revisits the classic artistic paradox of viewer vs. viewed in a provocative series of untitled self-portraits. Capturing his blurred, unarticulated visage against a backdrop of various art museum interiors, the artist establishes an uncomfortable, and sometimes humorous, relationship between subject and object—i.e. photographer and photographed. Assuming the roles of both self and other, Ishihara juxtaposes his own face with celebrated masterworks from the annals of art history while simultaneously obscuring them with his presence. 

Another featured artist, Michihiro Shimabuku, calls into question the evidentiary value and documentary reliability of the photographic image in an entertaining series entitled In Search of Deer. Existing somewhere between fantasy and documentary, the series chronicles the artist’s extensive search for deer—conducted from the seat of his trusty old touring bicycle—in a country town far removed from the elusive creature’s actual habitat. The result, both comical and thought-provoking, blurs the ever-shifting boundary between reality and artifice. 

Related Programs

Psychotronic Film Screening: Captive’s Island (Shokei No Shima) (Japan, 1966)

July 30, 6 pm - Jepson Center for the Arts

In conjunction with the Counter Photography exhibition, the Psychotronic Film Society will present a rarely-screened Japanese classic film at the Jepson Center. This mesmerizing drama tells the story of a mysterious stranger who travels to a remote island off the coast of Japan in search of an elderly farmer who formerly ran a brutal, wartime penal colony for young boys that were outsourced from reform schools. The practice of banishing troublemakers to remote islands (or "Shimanagashi") is historically accurate to Japanese culture of the time period. Captive’s Island is a haunting film with very little dialogue, beautiful cinematography, and a script that forces viewers to challenge their own preconceived notions of destiny, karma, and justice. The film will be screened in its uncut, theatrical version, in Japanese with English subtitles (90 minutes). Admission is $7, cash only. 

(more)

Gallery Talk: “Beyond Visible: Contemporary Japanese Photography in Context” 
August 6, 6pm – Jepson Center for the Arts


Join Mark Sloan for a lively gallery talk exploring the imagery of artists represented in Counter Photography within the context of contemporary Japanese art. An artist, curator, and author, Sloan serves as director of the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art at the College of Charleston—where he has curated numerous international exhibitions including Force of Nature: Site Installations by Ten Japanese Artists.

Images available upon request. 
About the Japan Foundation

The Japan Foundation was founded in 1972 for the purpose of introducing Japanese culture overseas and deepening mutual understanding with other countries through the promotion of cultural exchange. The Exhibition Division serves as Japan’s gateway to participation in international art exhibitions, and also works in cooperation with overseas museums in the organization of large-scale exhibitions that introduce works of art as a physically symbolic manifestation of Japan’s past and its present culture. In cooperation with Japanese Embassies and Consulates, the foundation is also active in organizing and circulating traveling exhibitions throughout the world, comprised of works from its own collection related to Japan’s arts and culture. 
About the Consulate General of Japan, Atlanta
The Consulate General of Japan in Atlanta is an overseas establishment of the Government of Japan. Its main function is to protect Japanese nationals and economic interests, provide consular services, and foster cultural exchange. There are sixteen Japanese diplomatic missions in the United States. The Atlanta office’s jurisdiction covers Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia.  
www.atlanta.us.emb-japan.go.jp
About the Telfair

Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Telfair Museum of Art is the oldest public art museum in the South. It is comprised of two National Historic Landmark Buildings—the Telfair Academy and the Owens-Thomas House—and the contemporary Jepson Center for the Arts. With three unique buildings housing three distinct collections, the Telfair bridges three centuries of art and architecture.

www.telfair.org

# # #

The Telfair Museum of Art is supported by its members, with partial support of the annual operating fund provided by the City of Savannah and by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly.

The Telfair Academy is located on Telfair Square at 121 Barnard Street, Savannah, GA. The Jepson Center is also located on Telfair Square, just steps from the Academy building, at 207 W. York Street. The Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House is located at 124 Abercorn Street on Oglethorpe Square. General admission (which includes a one-time visit to each of the Telfair’s three sites) is $15 for adults; $12 for seniors, military personnel, and AAA members; $5 for K-12 students; children under 5 are free. ​Members are always admitted free.

The Telfair’s Jepson Center for the Arts and Telfair Academy  are open Sunday 12-5 pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Tuesday-Closed, and Thursday 10 am-8 pm. Call 912.790.8880 for Owens-Thomas House hours or visit www.telfair.org.  Museum sites are closed some holidays.                              “safe:morris”
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